Roaring Fork Valley Horse Council
Wishing All Our Friends
Happy Holidays 2025

If you give a kid a horse, you’ll give them more than just a ride.... you’ll give them

confidence, courage, and a quiet kind of strength that’ll stay with them for life.
Michelle Knutson

The RFVHC was established as a Colorado non-profit organization in August of
2005, with having roots originating as the Aspen Riding Club in 1954.

The mission of the Roaring Fork Valley Horse Council is to provide a unified
voice for equine interests by preserving our Western Heritage, protecting wildlife
and the habitats essential to therr survival, securing safe parking access to trails and
open lands, promoting charitable and community involvement, connecting

the public through education, resources and partnerships, and supporting the well-
being of horses, mules and horsemanship.



2025 was the 20" Anniversary of the Roaring fork Valley Horse Council.

We celebrated and honored many founding members with
commemorative posters displayed in the
Sopris Room at the Hoffmann Hotel.

CAROL DOPKIN
Founder of the Roaring Fork Valley Horse Council

Carol Dopkin is honored for founding the Roaring Fork Valley Horse Council in 2005—a
group that began from her deep sense of community and camaraderie with her fellow
riders. What started as a gathering of equestrian friends has grown into a valley-wide
organization that, twenty years later, continues to serve horse people of all ages and
disciplines.

Carol's journey began in Baltimore, Maryland, where she launched her real estate
career. Frequent ski trips to Aspen with her family led to a love of the valley, and in
14878, she and her husband Buzz Dopkin moved west to pursue their passions—horses
for Carol and airplanes for Buzz. Buzz, a builder, developed multiple projects in the
valley, including their dream home on MelLain Flats with its sweeping views, horse
pastures, bam, and direct access to the Rio Grande Trail.

Though she didn’t ride as a child, Carol fulfiled her lifelong dream here in Aspen. Her
first horse, “Feather." a chesinut Saddlebred mare, became the foundation of her
equestrian journay. Carol later bred Feather to the legendary Saddlebred stallion
Sultan's Santana and raised three cherished foals. She loved trail riding, local hunter-
jumper shows, eventing, and hunting with the Roaring Fork Hounds—especially aboard
“Star the Wonder Pony,” a gift from a fellow hunt member.

Carol's passion for skiing also led her to join the Aspen Skiing Company as an
instructor, where she enjoyed a brief but fulfilling career as a "pro." But it was real estate
that became her calling. Known valley-wide as the “Realtor with Horse Sense,” she
famously showcased her horses in advertising, always reminding people that her love
for horses was real, not just branding. She insisted it wasn't a gimmick—those were her
horses, and she truly rode them.

Today, Carol continues to ride and enjoy the mountains with her two retired horses and
an lcelandic pony named Brynjar. Though she says she is “approaching retirement by
not retiring,” her passion for horses and real estate continues to shape her days.

The Roaring Fork Valley owes Carol immense gratitude for her vision, dedication, and
energy. Thanks to her, the RFVHC stands strong as a unifying voice for equestrians
across the valley—past, present, and future.

Click the link to see all commemorative posters, honoring founders, ranchers &
community organizations dedicated to our equine community throughout history:

To View the Slides



https://www.rfvhorsecouncil.org/_files/ugd/b52eb4_a695a2ca7fb04da588beb4e704a2c54a.pdf?index=true

8/2/2025 — RFVHC 20t ANNIVERSARY PARTY - A good time was had by all!

ROARING FORK VALLEY HORSE COUNCIL
20TH ANNIVERSARY
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WE HONOR:

The Roaring Fork Hounds Pony Club (RFHPC) - Providing equine education &
stewarding community leadership.

Colorado West Hunter Jumper Association (CWHJA) — creating and providing
hunter/jumper riders on the western slope with quality, affordable competitions at
Strang Ranch, for their ongoing commitment, teaching children the joy,
responsibility, and work ethics of having a horse.

P SR,

Pony Club History - The parade of teams at a 1975 pony club rally at Strang
Ranch. RFH members included Melissa Turner, Debbie Cohen, Laurie and Bridget
Strang, Claude Salter, Amanda Tharp, and Leslie Eustis



Strang Ranch

Mike & Kit Strang

Strang Ranch has been a vital part of the Roaring Fork Valley’s equestrian community
since Mike and Kit Strang purchased the propertyin 1965. Cattle came first, but horses
soon became the focus for breeding, raising, and training for both ranch work and
competition.

Kit (Kathleen Sherry Strang), bornin 1934 near Milwaukee, grew up riding English,
driven by a passion for “everything horses.” Camp summers in Jackson, WY inspired
her lifelong dream of moving west. She graduated from Vassar in 1956 with degreesin
geology and English,then headed to Colorado to ski, later encouraging all four of her
children to ski race.

Mike Strang, bornin New Hope, PA, was raised on Ralston Creek Ranch outside
Golden. After graduating from Princetonin 1951, he returned to Colorado, where he metl
Kit. They married in 1960 and settled in Carbondale five years later to raise Hereford
cattle and Thoroughbred horses.

The ranch became a welcoming home, from its early days in a log cabin to the
expanded stone house full of warmth, family, and equestrian friends. It also became a
hub of community activity. Kit and Mike were instrumental in launching the Roaring
Fork Hounds, a huntclub with deep local roots. Mike served as Master of Foxhounds,
and Kit fondly recalled, “We hunted coyotes instead of foxes, but none were ever
harmed.”

In 1967, the Roaring Fork Hounds Pony Club was formed—emphasizing
horsemanship, care, and etiquette for youngriders. The Strang Ranch Horse Trials,
which began in the 1980s and continued into the early 2000s, helped popularize
Eventing competitionsin the region. The ranch also hosted Colorado West Hunter
Jumper Association shows, helping launch riders across the Western Slope.

Strang Ranch stood stallions Hilltop and Finisterre and produced many quality horses.

Kit and herfamily are strong advocates for land conservation, and they protected 460
acres of their ranch with an Aspen Valley Land Trust (AVLT) conservation easement.

Today, Kit, daughter Bridget, and son, Scott continue the tradition with horse boarding,
lessons, horse shows and sheepdog trials.

The Strangs’ legacy is one of dedication, community, and love for the land and horses
that define the heart of this valley.



The RFVHC has updated our Mission Statement to include the tadition of Western

Heritage and the importance of protecting wildlife and the habitats that are essential to their
survival.

Our world is changing. Open spaces that once supported farms and ranches are
increasingly being replaced by human development. At the same time, drastic
temperature swings and unusual weather patterns are fueling more wildfires,
severe storms, floods, mudslides, droughts, and extreme wind events—
disrupting and destroying both human and wildlife habitats across the globe.

Visiting open space wildlife habitats allow people to escape the overcrowded
human condition of our developing world.

Colorado National Monument,
Grand Junction

Elk herds depend upon open
space lands for their survival

Photo by Lars Leber
Did you know:
Roaring Fork Valley citizens, governmental entities and non-profit organizations
are uniting to preserve and protect our open space lands from human
development.

2
In February 2025, Eagle County, Pitkin County, and the Aspen Valley Land Trust
completed the $27.7 million acquisition of the 4,251-acre Three Meadows Ranch
in Eagle County. This landmark purchase is the largest open space acquisition in
Eagle County to preserve the ranch’s ecological significance, wildlife habitat and
water resources. Bravo to these conservation partners!



Garfield County recently turned down The Spring Valley Ranch Planned Unit
Development proposing 578 dwelling units up past CMC’s Spring Valley campus,
with two private golf courses, a private ski hill and more. Property owner Spring
Valley Holdings LLC withdrew the PUD and rezoning application on Oct. 27, 2025.
Lack of water, traffic concerns, and destruction of a major wildlife habitat stopped
the project, for now.

What's Next?

*Important Update*

For now, we consider this a win.
w We remain hopeful that Spring Valley Holdings, LLC will continue open dialogue with
The Spring Valley Ranch the community, working toward solutions that balance their goals with the valley’s
Substantial PUD Amendment character and needs.
Spring Valley Holdings, LLC has withdrawn its . .
substantial PUD amendment. This denial DOES NOT mean the land won't be developed. It means any future
They have elso Incloated it they sty development will either follow large-lot zoning with minimal county oversight or
abandoning the original PUD and will seek % X %
rezoning for Rural. require a new PUD proposal and approval process. Either path is a step up from the
plan just rejected.
The Coalition will stay engaged to ensure that future proposals align with the best

interests of our Garfield County communities.

More open space land in jeopardy:

Other Valley Conservation Efforts

Together, We Can Make a Difference!

Keep an eye on these groups working throughout the County and valley to ensure
future development is done responsibly and without destroying the heritage and
resources that make our communities strong.

Friends of Canyon Creek Cattle Creek Confluence Coalition

https://friendsofcanyoncreek.com/ https://cattlecreekcc.com/



https://friendsofcanyoncreek.com/
https://cattlecreekcc.com/

The RFVHC advocates for our wildlife because their voice is heard through us
and others.

9/16/ 2025 — PITKIN COUNTY CARES VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARDS -
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Holly McLain, Karin Reid Offield, and Susan Cuseo RFVHC Board of Directors were
honored to receive the Pitkin County Cares Service Award for RFVHC
Environmental work. Thanks also to Rheta Fulton, Arnie Mordkin, Shannon Weeks,
Marty Schlumberger, Alexandra Alwyns-Davies and Chuck Maker, our RFVHC Board
members for their support and help throughout the years. Thank you, Pitkin County for
working with our equestrian community to ensure that some recreational trails will be
preserved and protected for hikers and horseback riders only.

HIKER/HORSEBACK ONLY TRAILS

We support safe peaceful trails with secure equestrian parking access, and we thank Pitkin
County for their commitment to keep the “Glassier Equestrian Trail” for hikers and
horseback riders only. Against the ever-mounting pressure to allow mountain bikes to use
this trail, we ask the public to help us keep this trail for hiking and horseback riding only.
HISTORY

Many of the valley’s trails were built long before modern recreation trends, created by
hikers, ranchers, and horseback riders moving cattle to the high country. Today, the
rapid rise of mountain bikes and e-bikes has overwhelmed parking access, crowded
trailheads, and replaced equestrian access to trails they have used for generations.
Parking lots originally allowing for horse trucks and trailers are now full of cars carrying
bikes, often leaving no room for safe trailer access. In the past, equestrians and hikers
felt safe on trails, and now fast-moving bikes, mixed with hikers, families, and horses
can be dangerous and tragic.



PROTECTING OUR WILDLIFE

Without intentional limits and partnerships to protect wildlife habitat, our high-
country trails risk becoming crowded corridors instead of natural sanctuaries.
BLM and National Forest trailheads are already full to overflowing, and the
current level of year-round recreation is not sustainable for wildlife
biodiversity. Recreation continues to outweigh ecosystem needs, and the
imbalance is harming the very landscapes people come here to enjoy.

WINTER WILDLIFE CLOSURES

We thank Pitkin County for enforcing the annual winter closures—December 1 through
April 15 - at Prince Creek Road and on Sutey Ranch. These closures are critical for
protecting winter range for deer, elk, and other wildlife that depend on quiet, undisturbed
habitat. However, elk and deer in the Roaring Fork Valley typically give birth

during late May through June, with peak activity around the beginning of June. That is
why continued monitoring and responsible public behavior after April 15 remains
essential.

RECREATION IS NOT CONSERVATION

The RFVHC continues to advocate for the general public to have places where they can
enjoy a peaceful recreational experience without fast moving mountain and e bikes.
Families with children walking will appreciate nature and our wildlife in a gentle way.

Sometimes you may find yourself in the middle of nowhere,
and in the middle of nowhere, you may find yourself.

(Talking Heads — “Once In A Lifetime” — Album “Remain In The Light”)

From “Silent Spring” by Rachel Carson -

Those who contemplate the beauty of the earth find reserves of strength that
endure as long as life lasts. There is symbolic as well as actual beauty in the
migration of the birds, the ebb and flow of the tides, the folded bud ready for the
spring. There is something infinitely healing in the repeated refrains of nature —
the assurance that dawn comes after night and spring after the winter.

Rachel Carson

" lthink h‘éving land and not -
ruining it is the most beautiful art
that anybody could ever want.

- Andy Warhol




He’s “JUST” a Trail Horse

| can't count the number of times that | have heard
the words "Oh you just trail ride" or "It's just a trail
horse", especially from other riders who focus on only
one discipline. And each time | have to smirk a little.
To be JUST a Trail Rider you need a very special
talented kind of steed for which many folks don't
realize the expertise required:

- He needs to be as maneuverable as a Dressage
Horse...to be able to place each foot exactly where
and when you need because there is a steep cliff
drop-off on one side and a wall of solid mountainside
on the other. A sure-footed horse is a must to be a
good Trail horse.

-He needs to be as bold as a Foxhunter....to go
willingly where he is pointed, whether that is over a
log, up a steep hill, down a gully, through rushing
water, boot-sucking mud or bushwhacking through
thick scrub.

-He needs to be as agile as a Show Jumper....able to
easily twist and turn around trees and bushes,
boulders and hop over fallen logs.

-He needs to have the stamina of an Endurance
Horse....because a 7-mile ride can easily turn into a
20-mile ride if his "on-board GPS" (aka rider) takes a
wrong turn.

-He needs to have the calm mind of a Rodeo Pick-Up
Horse....because many horses cannot hold it together
under stress. But a good Trail Horse must be able to
cope with the high emotional energy often coming
from other horses in front, behind and either side of
her. He needs to always be level-headed and
sensible.

-He needs to manage being squashed against others
like a Polo Pony....because on some trails his nose
might be pushed against a tail in front, or flanks
pressed side-by-side with rider's knees banging
against other rider's knees, or another horse
breathing down his back. He needs to have patience
and get along well with others.

-He needs to cope with bursts of speed like a
Racehorse.....because if that "on-board GPS" (aka
rider), stated above, turns the short ride into 20 miles
you won't get home till dark if walking that whole
distance.

East Creek Trail ascending from Avalanche Creek
to summit 12,800 ft. East Creek Pass

-He needs to be a clever problem-solver with
his mind and feet like a Cutting horse....
sometimes his rider is going to get him stuck
in places that seem impossible to get out of!

-He needs to be brave like a Cow Horse
because not only will he have to deal with
protective mama cows and bulls out on the
trails, but he'll also be faced with mountain
bikes, ATVs, motorcycles, strollers, tractors,
logging equipment, chainsaws, horse-drawn
carts, bullet-riddled appliances, floating plastic
bags and balloons, booming thunder and
pouring rain with flapping slickers, loose wild
horses and burros, and all forms of wildlife.

-And he needs to be cuddly and sweet like a
Child's Pony....because he will spend
countless hours exploring trails with his rider.
But hey.... He's "JUST" a Trail Horse!



s

Sutey Ranch is closed to all mountain bikes October 15t — May 315t annually.
Wildlife closure to all human intrusion begins December 15t




OUR MULE AND BURRO FRIENDS!

Many people call them beasts of burden.
They settled the west with the homesteaders,
who through hardship and determination carved their place on this land.

T~ g

Elegance is in the eye of the beholder



More 2025 RFVHC EVENTS

6/20/2025 - The RFVHC FIRE SAFETY EDUCATION EVENT was presented by
Roaring Fork Fire & Rescue (RFFR) and The Colorado Horse Rescue &
HORSEALERT program.

R EY HOR NC
ROARING FOR IRE & RESCUE
PRESENTS

HOW TO PREPARE & PROTEC
DUR HC \u \\I FAMILY BEFORE IH-I START

WHAT TO DO WHEN WILDFIRES OCCUR?

RUMBLE RIDGE RANCH
1844 UPPER CATTLE CREEK ROAD

CARBONDALE, COLORADO
ABOVE EL JEBEL - MISSOURI HEIGHTS

FREE TO THE PUBLIC

About 30 people attended. Refreshments and cookies accompanied the community
event, and Jesse Garcia of RFFR along with his crew, Bradey and Collin answered
many concerns and questions from neighbors. We all remember the Lake Christine Fire
in Missouri Heights, so everyone was on high alert, because of the high wind, Red Flag
Warnings. During the RFFR presentation, we got notice of a new fire in our area,
between Parachute and Rifle, closing | - 70 and U.S. Highway 6, evacuation was issued
for anyone in the nearby Rulison area.

Homeowner's fire ignition safe zone:
https://csfs.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2021 CSFS_HIZGuide Web.pdf

Sign up for: ReachWell - hitps://www.reachwellapp.com/
For emergency alerts in your language for Pitkin, Eagle & Garfield Counties.

Katheryn Gregory of Colorado Horse Rescue gave a comprehensive run down of what
to do during wildfire emergency for our four-legged friends.

Bottom line: Be aware, be prepared, "Evacuate your horses early"!

Sign up with "HORSEALERT" - https://horsealert.org

The Roaring Fork Valley Horse Council (RFVHC) is proud to partner with local government

agencies to offer educational opportunities for our entire community. You don’t need to own
a horse to part|C|pate Our educational series are always open to the publlc

L ARE YOU WILING TO

HELP SAVE HORSES?

Join now to get text alerts
when horses in your area
need to be evacuated.

horsealert.org



https://csfs.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2021_CSFS_HIZGuide_Web.pdf
https://www.reachwellapp.com/
https://horsealert.org/

9/20/2025 — RUMBLE RIDGE HARVEST PARTY & TACK SALE

Featuring our 4 Equine Therapeutic Riding Centers to bring awareness of their service
to our community.

The Day started with overcast skies and drizzling rain. By 10 AM the skies cleared, and
the sun welcomed our day. Thank you to our over 60 friends and neighbors who
attended. Our Tack Sale features over 12 Western/Australian saddles and 10 Dressage
and Jumping saddles.

Thank you, Pitkin, Eagle and Garfield County Commissioners, for supporting our
Equestrian Community and our non-profit Therapeutic Riding Centers.

WE HONOR:

*Riding Institute for Disabled Equestrians (RIDE) Silt, Colorado,

has been a non-profit since 1993 and was just awarded best non-profit of the year by
their Chamber of Commerce.

*WindWalkers Therapeutic Riding Center — Carbondale, Colorado, serving our
community with loving hands since 2005. Changing lives every day for the better!
*Smiling Goat Ranch - Carbondale, Colorado since 2015 — Helping humans heal
through interactions with horses and other animals including goats, dogs, cats and
bunnies, offering student programs year-round. They use the “Horse Boy Method”,
which is affiliated with seven colleges and universities around the world.

*Ascendigo Autism Services - Carbondale, Colorado — Their mission is to elevate the
spectrum by empowering people, inspiring lives and shattering expectations, while
offering year-round programs for all ages. Horseback riding, kayaking, swimming, skiing
and more. Ascendigo serves over 225 individuals with autism annually and provides
resources and service to families throughout the country.

Horses heal!

These non-profit organizations give many older retired horses a second chance
with well cared for purposeful, loving lives until end of their days. In return, they
provide a kind meaningful service to humans in need.

All four of our Therapeutic Riding Centers consider each other as “Family”
shown in this photo taken at the 2025 Harvest Party —

L to R - Kristin Connor - Smiling Goat Ranch, Dee Stiers - Riding Institute for Disabled Equestrians
(RIDE), Sydney Horowitz - Ascendigo Autism Services, Beth Gusick and Melissa Taylor -
WindWalkers Therapeutic Riding Center.
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believe..
the skies
as Eve.

In this unsettled time of worldwide upheaval and uncertainty, we are thankful for
the small moments of solace in our everyday lives. Please support the RFVHC.

Become a member / supporter of the RFVHC.

https://www.rfvhorsecouncil.org/join

WINTER SOLSTICE
The shortest day of the year December 21st or 22"¢ - Brrr!

Photo by Louisa Davidson

Autumn to winter, winter into spring, Spring into summer, summer
into fall, - So rolls the changing year, and so we change;
Motion so swift, we know not that we move. Dinah Maria Murlock Craik



https://www.rfvhorsecouncil.org/join

RFVHC MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Roaring Fork Valley Horse
Council is to provide a unified voice for equine
interests by preserving our Western Heritage,
protecting wildlife and the habitats essential to
their survival, securing safe parking access to
trails and open lands, promoting charitable and

community involuement, connecting the public
through education, resources and partnerships,
and supporting the well-being of horses, mules
and horsemanship.

FORKVALLEY HORSE COUNCIL

501 (c)(3) non-profit organization

The Roaring Fork Valley Horse Council is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization
https://www.rfvhorsecouncil.org/

https://www.rfvhorsecouncilresources.org/

ROARING FORK VALLEY HORSE COUNCIL
P O Box 127
Snowmass, CO 81654
www.facebook.com/keephorsesontrails/

rfvhe.colorado@gmail.com

RFVHC Holiday Newsletter by Holly McLain
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