6/14/2020 – 
Dawn broke on Mt. Sopris showing the beautiful 9,100 acres of the Crown foothills, portending a good scouting day for improving The Crown Jewel Horse Trail. 
In 2018, BLM graciously designated this 12 mile loop trail for hiker and horseback rider use only and in 2019 work was done on part of the trail. In 2020 the RMYC will coordinate with the RFOV to improve the next section of the trail.
Partners: Bureau of Land Management (BLM) – Justin Jones, 
Roaring Fork Outdoor Volunteers (RFOV) – Carl Nelson, 
Rocky Mountain Youth Corp RMYC) – Paul Boronow,
Roaring Fork Valley Horse Council – Susan Cuseo and Holly McLain 
[image: image1.jpg]



Our task was to identify a camping site for the weeklong work project  and to mark switchbacks across steep areas starting to erode. Justin Jones expertly drove our 4 wheeler across The Crown, followed by Paul and Carl in their pick-up truck to the optimal camp site, near two ponds and close to the work area. Masks were worn during 4 wheel driving and social distancing was observed.  For the photos we decided to rid our masks! 
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Both initiatives were accomplished. The trail improvement project will take place this coming  June 22nd, through that week. 
The entry to the Crown Jewel Horse Trail, with access from the Divide Parking Lot between West Sopris Creek Road and Prince Creek Road , has an equestrian friendly gate, easily opened from horseback. Holly McLain and Susan Cuseo at gate entry point.
[image: image5.jpg]



	[image: image6.jpg]



	[image: image7.jpg]





The Crown Jewel Horse Trail has many surprises with large vistas and beautiful wild flowers. The RFVHC is so thankful to have this special area to ride through with our horses. We are especially grateful to our partners the BLM, RFOV and RMYC for their time and effort to make this trail safe and a wonderful recreational experience for hikers and horseback riders. We thank Leslie Thomas, for her special attention and follow through. 
