EDUCATION RFVHC  FaceBook POST. SPENT $14.00 Reached 685 people , 10% reached ( 57) $ .25 pp
62 Responses below 

Candice Elizabeth I wish I could afford a horse. At last I mountain bike.

5 hours ago

Roaring Fork Valley Horse Council Roaring Fork Valley Horse Council Of course, here it is. Garfield County Administration 108 8th Street, Suite 101 Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 Commissioners Mike Samson, John Martin, and Tom Jankovsky

6 days ago

Roaring Fork Valley Horse Council As of August 7th, Garfield County is still asking for your opinions! Email your letters to vmercer@garfield-county.com - Let us know if you all need further info. After the BLM comes back to us with their plan after reading the first of the public comments, we will then have another opportunity to write to BLM officials. Right now, Carbondale needs our comments and wishes.

6 days ago

Christiaan Maurer What is the contact info?

6 days ago

Helen Cross Remember each letter, email or text is counted only once. Therefore if multiple people sign one letter, it ONLY COUNTS AS ONE CONTACT! Each person MUST write and sign their own letter, etc.

8 days ago

Jocelyn Terry Appreciate your point of view, Holly. And thank you for helping more trail users to maybe understand it from the perspective of the horse.

8 days ago

Roaring Fork Valley Horse Council Neighhhhh!

8 days ago

Christiaan Maurer I think it needs to be shared. Odd days horses, even days mechanized. I don’t understand why compromise isn’t an option.

21 days ago

Roaring Fork Valley Horse Council We'd like to add....This is due to the damage that the mt bikes cause to the trails. It's a v shaped trough, that is difficult for hikers and horses, creating wider and wider trails as users avoid the middle. There is a post herein that addresses this issue. We are fighting for one place where we don't have to deal with the bikes at all. We are compromising on every mountain, valley and hill side. You have proposed a great solution for sharing an area. To date the RF Mountain Bike Association have been extremely successful in obliterating our use of areas we have used forever & are still allowed to use. Bikers are definitely not bad people, as a whole most are unaware of the impact their fast speeds on blind hills & turns have on us or the very real danger they present on green horses & novice riders trying to enjoy the outdoors, just like everyone else is entitled to. Horse riders just keep abandoning areas they are afraid they will run into bikes. A serious effort in education to change the biking culture to respect others & safe rules of travel needs to happen now! This is where we are at now after 5 years of hard work.

21 days ago

Christiaan Maurer Randy D. Miller

21 days ago

Christiaan Maurer I don’t like the damage horses do to trails when it’s muddy. But i do believe dirt bikes repair that damage by smoothing out the hoof impacts. I think we all need to meet over drinks and work out a shared use of this area with consideration of hunting, horse riding, Mnt bikes and dirtbikes. Maybe with continued used we could get 4 wheelers and eventually side by side off road vehicles like Razors. If not then let’s close it down to all users except hunters during the hunting seasons end of August through November. We all have to have access to this fantastic resource after all it is public land.

21 days ago

Roaring Fork Valley Horse Council BLM is deciding now their plans for management. Our position is to keep the Historic Suety Ranch as is - wildlife, hikers and horses.

20 days ago

Julia Denault Parker Christiaan Maurer please find someone to take you on a trail ride and have Mtn bikes come racing down the hill towards you and experience for yourself the danger it presents to the horse and rider. Be sure to where a helmut🤔
6 days ago

Claudia Putnam It was explained to you why the odd/even days don't work... weather, group Dynamics. What part of that doesn't make sense to you, Christiaan Maurer?

3 days ago

Christiaan Maurer Use of a public ground needs to be shared; It is not a compromise.

2 days ago

Christiaan Maurer Robbie Kipping

a month ago

Kathy Weiss Christiaan Maurer- horses are hard wired to spook at movement (predator) and flee. Mountain Bikes and motorized vehicles are not living, breathin "PREY", as horses are. That is the Simple reason why horses and bikes dont mix.

a month ago

Christiaan Maurer I am not ignorant of horses. What about the idea odd days go to horses and even days go to 2 wheeled vehicles? I think it is an excellent compromise.

a month ago

Roaring Fork Valley Horse Council Thank you for continuing to reach out with ideas, though we cannot support your idea. Horse activities are often predicated by the weather and by the group. This idea we have supports hikers too - perhaps the memory of biking the bandit trail will be for he cyclists like our memory of riding these Valley’s and hills without the bikers - It can’t be both ways - give us a chance of trying this for the kids, for the families - to keep the Historic Homestead Sutey Ranch for the wildlife first - another platform of argument of how bikes scare off the animals, and then for hikers and horses. Please help us keep Sutey a sanctuary for the wildlife. This is a really good idea we have. Really we are looking for that one place where we can hike and ride without mountain bikes.

a month ago

Christiaan Maurer I think it is selfish to try and corner this property for the horse people alone.

a month ago

Roaring Fork Valley Horse Council We are protecting the wildlife first, on the land, then asking that the use for hikers and horses be protected as it is now, from the new use by Mountain Bikers, that will begin at the top peak of Suety in a downhill run, very fast.

22 days ago

Christiaan Maurer If it is public then open it to the public for all uses.

22 days ago

Holly McLain Christiaan Maurer The Sutey Ranch has been for hikers and horseback riders only. Homesteaded by the family of that name in the early 1880s, John Sutey and brother Tony, twins born in 1912 were children of the original settlers. They allowed hikers and horsemen to ride across their peaceful property. Mountain bikers were not welcome and John stated he carried his gun to warn they off. This old, classic homestead ranch has become a refuge for the wildlife that John and Tony loved and protected. John lived out his life on this ranch until he moved to a Carbondale, Colorado nursing home, where passed in 1990. The Sutey Ranch is still reserved for the wildlife, hikers and horseback riders only. The mountain bikes have over 1,000 miles of trails in the Roaring Fork Valley. The combined Crown 9,100 acres, and Red Hill 3,100 acres of BLM mountain bike SRMA land totals 12,200 acresfor mountain bikes. The Sutey Ranch is 557 acres. We are asking for this one place for our beginner intermediate, hiker and horseback rider, families with children to enjoy, unimpeded by fast moving mountain bikes. I hope you will support this small ask. Kindest Regards, Holly McLain

21 days ago

Claudia Putnam @Christiaan Maurer why is it selfish when there are so many other trails for all the other uses, and this is a relatively small parcel?

3 days ago

Sonia Marzec WHY? well In part because sometimes, like mountain bikers we don't want to have to haul all the way to a far off trail to get in some exercise for us or our horses. Consider the fact that the Red Hill SRMA already has 19 miles of trails on it for mountain biking, plus all the other areas they are able to access locally (like the Fisher/Haff Pasture or the Crown, etc.). WHY can't equestrians and pedestrians have a small local 557 acre parcel that is not inundated with mountain bike traffic? I mountain bike too, and truly there is no reason the SRMA needs to extend into the Sutey parcel. It really is the perfect opportunity to provide a local place where pedestrians and equestrians can get out and not have to worry about a mountain bike coming whizzing out of the trees on us.

a month ago

Christiaan Maurer Why don’t the equestrians ride on the millions of acres of designated wilderness that are off limits to Mnt bikers and dirt bikers?

a month ago

Christiaan Maurer Wait a minute...Sutey’s are having a nightmare? They give up 600 acres and get 2000 acres of publicly owned land. So now they have all of their privacy and tripled the value of their ranch. Yes sounds like a true nightmare. Why don’t the horse people ask to ride on the 2000 acres they just acquired?

a month ago

Pamela L True The Sutey brothers are gone Christiaan....for 13 years now. Mr. Wexner got the 2000 acres in a controversial land swap that took eight years by trading the Sutey Ranch for BLM land private ownership....there is no place left in the Valley where historic users can ride in peace and safety on BLM Public Lands without dangerous conflict with mountain bikers..it is just the nature of the sport.....we are asking that the Sutey Ranch be one special place for us. Thank you...

a month ago

Christiaan Maurer Dirt bikers have been systematically excluded from lands where they created the trails by Mnt bikers. I am for open everything that is public up to the public. I am tired of the exclusions that people want to inflict. Compromise not division is the only solution.

a month ago

Robin Ryan Christiaan Maurer it’s simple then. Horsemen in CO have the right of way. Mtn bikers need to be aware of the laws and give the horsemen the right of way. All of the mountain bikers I have come across have been ver courteous to me except up at Horse Park camp. They came flying down the trail and the mule I was on heard them coming. She skittered off the trail and the biker went flying past.

8 days ago

Holly McLain Christiaan Maurer I invite you to ride a horse on a multii use trial on Sky Mountain Park, TOSV, and see if you still want to share the trails on horseback or while hikling with fast moving moiuntain bikes flying by. Even after our RFMBA, Pitkin OST & Horse Council "Share The Trail" education and safety campaign, many bikers don't yield.

7 days ago

Roaring Fork Valley Horse Council Here's a POV that responds to your comment. "Fast forward to 2018 and some of the Sutey brothers worst fears are about to be realized. The mountain biking community is chomping at the bit to develop the newly acquired Sutey Ranch. I am writing this letter in opposition to development of any kind on the Sutey Ranch. It is one of the last untouched homesteads in the Roaring Fork Valley and deserves protections greater than the RHSRMA can provide, and no mountain bikers should be allowed on the property and no new trails should be built. The mountain biking community have benefited 100% from every open space purchase and development over the past decade in the Roaring Fork Valley, while the horse community has lost out on almost every purchase and subsequent development. Including a current parking lot that is too small to accommodate horse trailers on the Sutey Ranch now. Not all of these purchased and developed lands have been BLM property, that shouldn’t be a factor in determining the restrictions put on the Sutey Ranch. In fact I feel it justifies segregating uses on the Sutey Ranch and limiting use to horse and foot traffic only."

a month ago

Christiaan Maurer Everyone needs to share federal land. If the Suteys wanted this land for horses how did it land in the hands of BLM? Perhaps a solution would be odd days for horses and even days for dirtbikes and Mnt bikes.

a month ago

Pamela L True The Sutey brothers have both passed and their out of State heirs were not interested. It landed in the hands of the BLM because of a wealthy private person wanting to trade it for a greater piece of BLM lands abutting his Ranch on Mount Sopris. Our request is very humble compared to all that we have lost to the Mountain biker community leaving historic users in the dust....we are asking the mountain bikers to please share a little with historic users and for less impact on wildlife where we can hike and ride in peace and safety.

a month ago

Christiaan Maurer Can I bow hunt on horse back there?

a month ago

Robin Ryan Christiaan Maurer people are riding and shooting bows! It’s a very new and upcoming sport!

8 days ago

Dave Phillips Pick up your horse poop! Especially in the Winter!

a month ago

Roaring Fork Valley Horse Council Holly McLain Hi Dave - Responsible horsemen and women pick up manure left by other trail users who don't understand "Leave No Trace". We try to clean up at parking areas and trail heads. Don't forget that herbivores leave orgnic, plant based waste. A little manure on your hiking shoes is easily removed with a little water. Unlike dog doo, which can be very different. Horses are vegan creatures.

a month ago

Amanda McNally Please try to always consider us horsey folks! I love history and am confident that this entire valley was founded/settled and born on the back of horses. Even now, equestrians help the community in ways people may not realize. They are capable of moving logs, we can/do clear trails and have even rescued hikers! There is not as much glamor and elitism as one might think. Does it cost a lot to have horses? Yes! But that doesn’t mean we have a lot of money! (Paraphrased from the Lippizaner expo in 1993) Where in this wide world can man find nobility without pride, friendship without envy, or beauty without vanity? Here where grace is laced with muscle and strength by gentleness confined. He serves without servility; he has fought without enmity. There is nothing so powerful, nothing less violent; there is nothing so quick, nothing more patient. [our past] has been borne on his back. All our history is in his industry. We are his heirs; He is our inheritance. -Ronald Duncan

a month ago

Charlie Bantis Access works both ways. To get a horse or two anywhere, you need to have adequate room to maneuver and park a truck & trailer, often longer than 30 feet. There are few places like this in the Valley. Yes, horses have theoretical access to these lands, but the reality is quite different. Sutey, a very small property compared to all the other areas available to bikes, offers this access (with some improvements to the parking lot) without the potentially dangerous interaction between horses and bikes.

a month ago

Holly McLain Charlie Bantis - So true! In the 1980s my ex husband and I owned Moon Run Ranch & Outfitters, an outfitting and guide business operating in the Maroon - Snowmass Wilderness. We could park two large stock trailers with horses and mules at the trail head of Snowmass Creek. In 2018, Snowmass Creek Outfitters, who bought our USFS permits must park their trucks and trailers on the County Road, a quarter of a mile away from the trail head. Now trucks and trailers are being parked out by our growing population, and most especially by the surge of mountain bike enthusiasts. On the Crown, off of Prince Creek Road, it is not uncommon to find 50 cars a day, parked on any given week end. Let's keep Sutey Ranch out of the Red Hill SRMA, and ask BLM to enlarge the parking area to include equestrains. KEEP SUTEY RANCH FOR HIKERS AND HORSES ONLY!

a month ago

Charlie Bantis Holly McLain Holly, is anyone collecting all the Facebook comments to forward to the BLM? If they can't all be forwarded, someone ought to email them the page link and ask that the posts and comments be put into the public record.

a month ago

Karin Reid Offield Charlie Bantis There have been a few to send in - today is the last day and we hope that our documents and our community letters state the case - Thanks

a month ago

Roaring Fork Valley Horse Council Charlie Bantis Last email out! Thank you

a month ago

Roaring Fork Valley Horse Council Even though the public comment period has ended, the next round of public comment will be open until Oct, not sure the date, but yesterday, Garfield County person in touch with the BLM over Sutey and Haines stated that we should all keep sending letters, because all our voices will be considered in this next round. We are hoping that Garfiled County BOCC will write a letter of support for keeping Sutey Ranch with the existing use for hikers and horseback riders, and with special protections for the wildlife. Please send in all facebook comments. Charlie Bantis is a mountain biker who realizes the inequity of the over 12,200 acres of mountain bike terrain, as compared to the requested 557 acres of the Sutey Ranch for the other, more vulnerable trail users - hikers, horseback riders, most especially familes with their children. I will check on the correct dates for the new round of BLM consideration for public comments.

a month ago

Helen Cross Roaring Fork Valley Horse Council... PLEASE PUBLISH ALL THE CONTACT INFORMATION FOR THOSE WANTING TO WRITE.

6 days ago

Roaring Fork Valley Horse Council Of course, here it is. Garfield County Administration 108 8th Street, Suite 101 Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 Commissioners Mike Samson, John Martin, and Tom Jankovsky

6 days ago

Davis Farrar Sutey will not have 50,000 annual users. That’s the Mushroom Rock area where there’s easy access from Carbondale. Sutey likely will have a winter closure for wildlife protection like the North Side of Red Hill. The access is remote from Carbondale and will not offer close-in convenient easy access. That alone will limit access. Horses are allowed everywhere on BLM and Forest Service lands including Wilderness. Mechanized use is ONLY permitted on Designated Routes on BLM and Forrest Service and is prohibited in Wilderness. Please don’t propagate incorrect information. Thanks. We all can share this wonderful asset.

a month ago

Roaring Fork Valley Horse Council The 50,000 users came from a Red Hill description - it reads that Red Hill has approximately 55,000 users and we will check the #’s for the upper portion where you say you have counters, where you are saying there is less use because its father away from Carbondale. What are the counters showing on that section ?Thank you for clarifying the data - helps to hear it first hand! That’s why our face book posts are important !

a month ago

Davis Farrar I take the counts from our trail counters in the Mushroom Rock area. The counter on the Elk Traverse shows much lower numbers because of its distance from the trailhead near Carbondale.

a month ago

Holly McLain Davis Farrar Hi Davis, I have lived in the Roaring Fork Valley for 46 years. There was a time when horseback riders could access and ride trails in the Wilderness, on Open Space Lands, and across neighbor hoods, where ranches and urban residents welcomed horses passing through. Now, in 2018 truck and trailer parking has diminished, and development has swallowed up ranches and many bridle path trails have been fenced off by land owners claiming their own piece of turf. Mountain bikes have 9,100 acres on the Crown & 3,100 acres on Red Hill, both SRMAs for mountain bikes. The Sutey is 557 acres. It is a peaceful, gentle land. Introducing fast moving mountain bikes into this quiet, walking area for horses and hikers would change the character of the Sutey Ranch forever. I bellieve that the mountain bikers and other bikers in our community can use the Crown, Red Hill, Sky Mountain Park, West Canyon, Buttermilk Bowls, Lincoln Creek, Snowmass Village Trails, Smuggler-Hunter Loop, Hay Park, Independence Pass, Castle Creek, Maroon Bells, Owl Creek & Brush Creek, Lorax, Jeanne Golay, Sunlight Mountain Resort, Boy Scout/Forest Hollow Loop, Wolfsohn, Buford Road Area, New Castle Trails, Three Forks, Glenwood Recreational Trail, Rio Grand Trail, Crystal Valley Trail, with more trails in Mesa County - Fruita and Grand Junction - Colorado National Monument areas. Over one thousand miles of trails should satify the needs and wants of the biking community. Hikers and horseback riders are asking for one place, where families with children can wallk and ride without the anxiety of fast moving mountain bikes. That one place is the Historic Sutey Ranch Homestead.

a month ago

Sonia Marzec well said Holly!

a month ago

Pamela L True Davis, I am a 14 year contiguous neighbor to the Sutey Ranch, we are not remote. Just 5 miles from Carbondale Proper & 3 miles to Highway 82. We have a lovely quiet rural neighborhood and we want to keep it that way. Neighbors to the Sutey Ranch do not want this area congested with mountain bike traffic and increased use. We already have considerable mountain biker traffic on Crystal Springs and Cattle Creek. They will have a new parking lot for Red Hill and a new trail and access to the North side of Red Hill from there. This lovely area is historicly horse country and many people ride and walk their dogs on the road to get on the Sutey Ranch and down a steep Canyon with poor line of site to the Fischer Creek trail on Cattle Creek. Mountain bikes are unfortunately dangerous to these historic users and their pets on and off road.

a month ago

Pamela L True Some mountain bikers do not obey user restrictions or stay on designated trails...mountain bikers ride everywhere on the Crown during Wildlife closures..they have been violating user restrictions on the Sutey Ranch all along..even during wildlife closures...many witnesses and they have stated so themselves...they have two very aggressive trails designed for Sutey because they are so shure its theirs regardless of what others want...how is it they designed these trails and describe in such detail unless they spent a bunch of time riding on Sutey?..they have shown disrepect for the land, user restrictions and the wildlife and cannot be trusted....

3 days ago

Kim Dixon Yes let’s open a beautiful property that has been home to so much wildlife and peacefulness for YEARS and allow dirt bikers, bicycles and hunters to run off or kill the wildlife that has come to know and trust their lives on that property. And with dirt bikes, four wheelers and hunters surely the fire danger we are all faced with won’t increase. What are you thinking? You seem very unconcerned about our planet Earth... as if there is not enough land in this valley to comfortably accommodate the dirt bikes, bicyclists and hunters? I love the Sutey property and know that John and Tony would be mortified at what is going on. “Equinists are elitists and need to share planet Earth”? Seems like us “equinists” are the ones caring enough to put forth the effort to try to preserve a piece of property that was never intended for anything other than what it has been for years....a peaceful habitat for the wildlife and for those who choose to share it without disruption of the environment.

a month ago

Christiaan Maurer Not fair, need to open it up to everyone. Dirt bikers, Mnt bikers and hunters. Equinists are elitists and need to share planet Earth.

a month ago

Pamela L True Christian, unfortunately the sport of mountain biking is creating user conflicts and safety issues with horseback riders, hikers and their pets. The BLM is trying to keep us off the Prince Creek side of the Crown because of these issues. We are asking for just 1% of our Public Lands in the Valley where we can hike and ride without concern for these safety issues. Dirt bikers, motorized is not allowed and we are trying to protect the wildlife. We do not want to add more trails or impact the Sutey Ranch with more recreational use. It is prime wildlife habitat and they are used to horses and foot traffic.

a month ago

Christiaan Maurer Lawrence Oliver

a month ago

Bruce Keller We have specific use trails in Jackson, WY and they work quite well at minimizing user conflicts. The trails in question are in proximity to each other so no one gets a "better" experience than the other

a month ago

Claudia Putnam Sure it's fair to have one little bit for horses!

3 days ago

Christiaan Maurer Why not divide the land in half?

2 days ago

Karin Reid Offield Now, in 2018 truck and trailer parking is being eliminated and development has swallowed up ranches and many bridle path trails have been fenced off by land owners claiming their own piece of turf. Mountain bikes have 9,100 acres on the Crown & 3,100 acres on Red Hill, both SRMAs for mountain bikes. The Sutey is 557 acres. It is a peaceful, gentle land. Introducing fast moving mountain bikes into this quiet, walking area for horses and hikers would change the character of the Sutey Ranch forever. We believe that the mountain bikers and other bikers in our community can use the Crown, Red Hill, Sky Mountain Park, West Canyon, Buttermilk Bowls, Lincoln Creek, Snowmass Village Trails, Smuggler-Hunter Loop, Hay Park, Independence Pass, Castle Creek, Maroon Bells, Owl Creek & Brush Creek, Lorax, Jeanne Golay, Sunlight Mountain Resort, Boy Scout/Forest Hollow Loop, Wolfsohn, Buford Road Area, New Castle Trails, Three Forks, Glenwood Recreational Trail, Rio Grand Trail, Crystal Valley Trail, with more trails in Mesa County - Fruita and Grand Junction - Colorado National Monument areas. Over one thousand miles of trails should satify the needs and wants of the biking community. We are asking for one place, where families with children can wallk and ride without the anxiety of fast moving mountain bikes. That one place is the Historic Sutey Ranch Homestead.

2 days ago

Christiaan Maurer How about charging the equestrians for development of places for dirtbikers and the Mnt bikers.

19 hours ago

Michele D Roberts Please, please, please no mountain bikes, they have so many places to ride now. Including the new trail up Prince Creek to Sopris. So many more bikes there and horses and bikes don’t mix. Please give or should I say at least save horse back riders the same outdoor life this Valley has so affectionately given the bikers. Thank You,

a month ago

