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8/1/2023 ± Roaring Fork Outdoor Volunteers (RFOV), the Roaring Fork Valley Horse 
Council and Pitkin Open Space & Trails (PCOST) met to work on the proposed 
connection trail easement.   Joey Giampaolo of PCOST uses the mini excavator to set 
WKH�WUDLO¶V�IRXQGDWLRQ��WKHQ�YROXQWHHUV�UHPRYH�URRWV��VWXPSV��URFNV�DQG�WULP�RYHUKDQJLQJ�
tree limbs and clear brush, creating a nice passable riding and hiking trail. This 
connector HDVHPHQW�UXQV�DORQJ�WKH�XSSHU�VLGH�RI�WKH�³+RPH�6XSSO\�'LWFK´ just below 
the red rock ridge above the Glassier land and ends at a ditch crossing to access the 
existing two track trail across the Glassier Open Space. This trail also meets up with the 
Glassier Equestrian Trail with Parking at the Hooks Spur / Glassier parking area.    
 

  
 
The nice wide two track made by Joey¶V�PLQL�H[FDYDWRU�LV�LQYLWLQJ�IRU�KRUVHV�DQG�KLNHUV� 
 

 

 
 

On left ± Susan Cuseo, RFVHC Trail 
Chairman stands on the trail 
meandering through scrub oak woods. 
 

Above ± A little hill returning West 
WRZDUGV�1DQF\¶V�3DWK 

 

What makes trails interesting are the sites along the way. 
 



 

 
 

Highland beef cattle graze in the 
background  

 

Red rock formation below 
the steep cliff above 

 

 

 
 

Lichen formed on red sandstone 
rocks along the trail 

 

 
 

RFOV & RFVHC volunteer work crew 
 

 
 

The RFOV van is parked at the limited space for 
1DQF\¶V�3DWK�ZLWK�6RSKLH� 
 

 

7R�DFFHVV�1DQF\¶V�3DWK��WKHUH�LV�OLPLWHG�SDUNLQJ�IRU�KLNHUV�RQO\��$OO�HTXHVWULDQV�ZRXOG�SDUN�DW�WKH�+RRNV�
Spur / *ODVVLHU�ORW��WKHQ�ULGH�WKLV�QHZ�FRQQHFWRU�WUDLO�WR�WKH�1DQF\¶V�3DWK�7UDLO�DFFHVV�SRLQW� 

 

 
 

Charlie Eckert ± RFMBA: Susan Cuseo ± RFVHC; Joey Giampaolo-PCOST 
 

 



At the ditch crossing, there is a splitter box, sending some water onto the Glassier Open 
Space agricultural leased land and some water continues to other water shareholders¶�
properties. Ted 2¶%ULHQ of PCOST will orchestrate the potential culvert / bridge to 
accommodate this crossing for hikers and equestrians.  This work can only be done 
after the irrigation water is turned off, either this fall of 2023 or next spring, 2024. 
 

 
 

Existing splitter box for the´�+RPH Supply Ditch´�FURVVLQJ�DUHD. 
 

7KLV�*ODVVLHU�1DQF\¶V�3DWK�&RQQHFWLRQ�7UDLO�ZRXOG�EH�D�JUHDW�horseback riding or hiking 
trail by going up and back. Scheduled to be opened in Summer 2024  

 
The RFVHC does not recommend Nancy¶V�3DWK�WUDLO�IRU�HTXHVWULDQ�use, at this 
time. This trail starts at the bottom of a red rock ridge and heads up a steep ravine with 
loose gravel footing. There are steep drop offs above the valley floor with wash out 
sections along the way. Only expert riders and seasoned trail horses should attempt this 
trail. 1DQF\¶V�3DWK also requires many stops to rest both hikers and horses, because of 
the steep grades ascending. Descending hikers and riders may stop frequently to 
assure safe passage. If rain occurs during the trail attempt, hikers or horseback riders 
may encounter flash flooding and lightning strikes, often seen on the ridge above.  
 

On 8/3/2023, a rainstorm blew into WKH�1DQF\¶V�3DWK�DUHD�during the RFOV volunteer 
crew¶V work on the connection trail.  RFOV team leaders called trail crew members back 
to their van and out of the area. Lightning was bouncing all around the red rock cliff area 
ZKHUH�1DQF\¶V�3DWK�descends, and heavy rain hit the connection path area as well.  If 
1DQF\¶V�3Dth is to become safe and enjoyable for the larger community, then major 
³road work´�ZLll be necessary. The trail needs to be widened, and properly set into the 
steep hillside.  Guard rails, water bars, culverts and annual maintenance is 
recommended to secure a safe enjoyable experience for hikers and horseback riders.  
 



2021 ± photos from 1DQF\¶V�3DWK�descending from the top of the ridge 
 

 
Loose large gravel & rocks make for slippery 

footing 

 
Before the descent - the view looking towards 

Seven Castles up the Frying Pan Valley 
 
 

1DQF\¶V�3DWK�IURP�WKH�ERWWRP�RI�WKH�valley floor 
 

 
 
On right ± The sandy path leading by the sage 
EUXVK�LV�WKH�VWDUW�RI�WKH�1DQF\¶V�3DWK�7UDLO��<RX�
can see the steep ravine ahead, which the trail 
enters. Above this photo there is a faint trail, just 
below the timbered rock escarpment on the 
upper right near the top. I believe that is part of 
WKH�GHVFHQGLQJ�1DQF\¶V�3DWK�WUDLO��³1RW�IRU�WKH�
IDLQW�RI�KHDUW�´� 

 

 

 
 



 
 

2023 ± 1DQF\µV�3DWK�UHSRUW�by Susan Cuseo- RFVHC Trails Chairman   
 

*ODVVLHU�1DQF\¶V�3DWK�&RQQHFWRU�7UDLO 
RFOV and RFVHC Workday #3, August 8, 2023 

 

³This was the 3rd DQG�ODVW�ZRUN�VHVVLRQ�SODQQHG�WR�ILQLVK�WKH�³1DQF\¶V�3DWK�&RQQHFWRU´�
WUDLO�WKDW�ZDV�PDGH�E\�3&267¶V�-RH\�*LDPSDROR�ZRUNLQJ�KLV�PDJic with a Mini-X. Since 
the trail was already wonderful, the volunteers completed some finishing touches, 
removing roots and smoothing the tread, then reseeding. The trail awaits completion 
ZKHQ�WKH�+RPH�6XSSO\�GLWFK�LVQ¶W�IORZLQJ�DQG�D�FXOYHUW�FDQ�EH�installed on the west end 
where the trail enters Glassier agricultural lease property, later this fall or next spring. 
 
Since the connector trail was nearing completion, volunteers were to proceed up 
1DQF\¶V�3DWK�LWVHOI��,�GHWHUPLQHG�WKDW�,�VKRXOG�ZDON�WKH entire trail to assess for myself 
since certain warnings had been voiced about its danger. Will F, another crew member, 
RIIHUHG�WR�DFFRPSDQ\�PH�VLQFH�KH�ZDV�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�1DQF\¶V�E\�hiking recently.  
There had been a substantial storm since our last work session, and we found 
incredible washout damage. What had been a level WUDLO�LQ�WKH�JXOFK¶V�ERWWRP�ZDV�QRZ�
severely washed out creating in some places a rocky gully 4ft deep. Will and I were able 
to walk alongside the fresh gully, then turn out of it and ascend the switchbacks to the 
summit where the trail travels over into the Glassier drainage. Will himself was amazed 
at the extensive recent damage. 
 
$IWHU�KLNLQJ�XS�DQG�GRZQ��OLVWHQLQJ�WR�:LOO¶V�FRPPHQWDU\��,�UHDFKHG�D�GLIIHUHQW�
conclusion than I had hoped as I was originally thinking this trail effort could improve the 
trail for safer and easier use by equestrians.  
 
1HLWKHU�3&267�RU�5)29��RU�5)9+&�FDQ�FRQWURO�WKH�WUDLO¶V�FRQGLWLRQ��QRZ�RU�HYHU��
Mother Nature is the force here and as more and stronger weather conditions are 
SUHGLFWHG�LQ�RXU�IXWXUH��DQ\�VXEVWDQWLDO�ZRUN�SODQQHG�IRU�1DQF\¶V�ZRXOG�EH�³OLNH�
UHDUUDQJLQJ�WKH�GHFN�FKDLUV�RQ�WKH�7LWDQLF´��D�SHUIHFW�SKUDVH�WR�GHVFULEH�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ��
We all need to just let it be.  
 
Yes, I would ride up the trail, but I am a very experienced rider on a brave and 
competent trail horse. And neither of us would be happy about the journey.  
Anyone inexperienced or riding a novice horse would be at substantial risk.´  
 

 



 
 

The bottom of NaQF\¶V�3DWK�7UDLO�FRQGLWLRQ�
before August 3rd, the most recent storm 

 

 
 

7UDLO�FRQGLWLRQ�LQ�WKH�1DQF\¶V�3DWK�UDYLQH��DIWHU�
recent storm, neighbor & volunteer, Will standing for 
scale of the damage. 
 

 

 
 

            Incredible views ORRNLQJ�WRZDUG�%DVDOW�IURP�QHDU�WKH�WRS�RI�1DQF\¶V Path 
 



 
 

Makeshift guard rails at edge of cliff drop off 
 

 

Trail is washed out. Rocks and gravel are pushed 
from the steep uphill side of the path on the right 
to this ledge littered with debris.  If you look past 
the scattered sage brush on the left in this photo, 
there is a steep drop off.  The trail is on this 
ledge. This is an example of the trail¶V�JHQHUDO�
condition. 
 

An excellent alternative for Hikers and Equestrians Is the 
³&RPPXQLW\�)DPLO\�7UDLO´ 

7KH�5)9+&�KDV�VXEPLWWHG�WKH�LGHD�RI�D�³&RPPXQLW\�)DPLO\�7UDLO´, to PCOST which will 
skirt the perimeter of the Glassier Open Space agricultural leased lands and allow 
beginner / intermediate riders; families with children; elderly equestrians and older 
horses that can no longer climb mountain terrain; young / green riders; green horses 
and hikers of every level , to enjoy a simple two track trail experience, without fast 
moving mountain bikes.  
 
Please see the attached ³&RPPXQLW\�)DPLO\�7UDLO´ draft map plan below. The red 
broken line dots show the perimeter path that could accommodate beginner / 
intermediate equestrians, their novice or senior horses and hikers of all abilities. The 
solid red line going through the Glassier pasture was the original PCOST proposed 
connection trail. The new connection trail now goes above the northern boundary of the 
Glassier pasture, DQG�EH\RQG�WR�WKH�1DQF\¶V�3DWK�3DUNLQJ�/RW�above the broken white 
line, which is the Home Supply ditch.  After the trail crosses the ditch, it can connect to 
the red dotted line which is an existing two track trail.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
The sharp ravine picture just to the left of the Bike / Hike text on the map shows the difficult 
ƚŽƉŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ�ŽĨ�EĂŶĐǇ͛Ɛ�WĂƚŚ͕�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƌĂǀŝŶĞ�ŝƐ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌĂŝů�ƐƚĂƌƚƐ͘��EĂŶĐǇ͛Ɛ�ƉĂƚŚ�ƚŚĞŶ�
switchbacks across the lighter colored, steep section above the Bike / Hike icons.   
 
RFVHC wants to thank PCOST for this building this new connector trail. EĂŶĐǇ͛Ɛ�WĂƚŚ�WĂƌŬŝŶŐ�ŝƐ 
limited in size and for hikers only. All equestrians park at the Hooks Spur / Glassier lot, and now 

ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ƌŝĚĞ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŶĞǁ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƚŽƌ�ƚƌĂŝů�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�EĂŶĐǇ͛Ɛ�WĂƚŚ Trail Head.  If future 
ŵĂŝŶƚĞŶĂŶĐĞ�ŝƐ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů�ŽŶ�EĂŶĐǇ͛Ɛ�WĂƚŚ͕�ʹ the RFVHC may recommend 

ƚŚĞ�ƚƌĂŝů�ĨŽƌ�ĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶĂů�ƵƐĞƌƐ͘��ƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƚŝŵĞ͕�EĂŶĐǇ͛Ɛ�WĂƚŚ�ŝƐ�ĨŽƌ expert 
horseback riders and seasoned horses only. 

 
 



 
 

1DQF\¶V�3DWK�UDYLQH�LV�HYLGHQW�LQ�WKLV�photo. 
 
The Community Family Trail makes sense, as more of our community can enjoy this 
verdant, non-challenging, peaceful experience. We hope that PCOST will consider 
implementing this Community Family Trail for the benefit of the equestrian and hiking 
public. 
 

 


